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Fifty-two high school students from 
around the Pittsburgh area gathered at 
Duquesne December 19, 2015 for the 
Pennsylvania Music Educators 
Association’s District I Jazz Festival. 
The two-day festival included intense 
rehearsal and instruction led by 
prominent local jazz artists Mike 
Tomaro (Program Director of Jazz 
Studies, Duquesne University), Jeff 
Bush (Adjunct Professor of Trombone, 
Duquesne University), and Curtis 
Johnson (West Virginia Wesleyan, 
West Virginia University, Waynesburg 
University, and Carnegie Mellon 
University). 
“It was really great for these 
 young musicians to not only play in 
ensembles outside of their schools, but 
also have the opportunity to interact 
with other musicians, and learn from 
world-renowned recording artists and 
music industry professionals. In this 
case, the students had a chance to 
come to Duquesne University and  
experience, in a college environment, 
something they are already passionate 
about. Having this festival here was a 
great recruitment tool for the jazz 
program, as well,” said Mark Koch 
(Coordinator of Jazz Guitar, 
Duquesne), who worked to setup 
and manage the event.
The students were placed into one  
of three bands led by Tomaro, Bush, 
and Johnson and were given the 
opportunity to showcase their  
talents by performing a concert in 
the Duquesne Union Ballroom on  
the final day of the festival. 
Duquesne Hosts PMEA District I Jazz Festival
“HAVING THIS 
FESTIVAL HERE 
WAS A GREAT 
RECRUITMENT 
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